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THE QUESTION OF RELIGION AND YOUTH 1-39.37/17 


AGAINST SUPERSTITIONS AND PREJUDICES, — We Reply to Readers* r uestions. 
(Korasomolskaya oravda, April 25, p.3. 1900 words. Condensed text:) Dear 
Editors: When an elderly man believe 3 in God and. performs religious rites, 
that is understandable: ho received his education before the revolution; 
hope wo 1 have survivals- of ■*“ the past and mere force of habit. Wo also seo 
young popple studying in jSOcleaiasticol seminaries and. explain this by 
their' exceptional backwardness. Rut vie have occasion to meet individual boys 
and girls who havo grown up and been educated just like, all our young people, 
but who havo religious prejudices and boliovo in some sort of "spirit", 
believe in "fate." Where do they got those beliefs. 

Wo consider that to boliovo in God is to doubt scienco, to doubt one's 
own powers. Can our young pooplo really have any such doubts? And it is- 
etrango to hoar somo people's assurances that religion docs not hinder 
comnunism. In our opinion this is political shortsightedness. Is our 
roa.soning correct? — Mikhail and Alexander Markov, Kiev. 

« # * * 


Your reasoning' is quite correct,. Comrades, 

. * Religion cannot help hindering the building of corrunisn, for it 
represents an antiscientific, reactionary ideology. Religion gives a fan- 
tastic, falso and porvot^od idea, of naturo and society; its views on our 
environment contradict tbo true state pf affairs, the indisputable facts of 
scienco and the vital experience of human practice. Religion prevents man 
from understanding’ tho lAws of tho development of naturo and society, odd-' ' 
catos him in a spirit of humility and subnissivoness, inspires him with d 
blind faith in divine providence. Religion thereby distracts nan f rqm.revo-' ~ 
lutionary change", 'instills in the masses the idea of the JLmpcrssibillty of 
changing an order of life alleged to havo hoop, established by G°d. ... 

Why, then, ask some readers^ J jd— churches exist in our country, why is 
not religious prca.<±iing n3^3hibltcd? This very question is raised by Young 
Gommcmist-Iicngde Member A, Lavrischchova (Kerch), 

For tho very roason that neither closing down the churches nor prohibit- 
ing tho performance of church coromohics aro; effective measures for conbnt- . 
lag religion: hor arc they recognized 1 by tho Communist Party and Soviet 
State. The attitudo of Marxism-Leninism toward such moans of combating reli- 
gion- was always sharply negative. . . • .- .. y . ■ 

The U.S.S.R. is a genuinely democratic staio. The Soviet Constitution 
guarantees all citizens freedom of conscience and recognizes both their free- 
dom to perform religious ceremonies and freodon of ajatiroligious propaganda. 

The Communist Party is interested in ; Eill the working pooplo, rcgardloss of ' 
their attitudo toward religion^ uniting thoir efforts in labor and the strugglo 
for the common aim— the happiness and prosperity of tho homeland, the main*. ... 
tonanco of world peace and the delivoranco of mankind from the throat of tho' 
now war which is being strenuously instigated by the imperialists. .i 

j All this, however, must not bo taken to moan that wo non-believers aro 
indifferent to the existence of religious survivals, that our Party is noutral 
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The Party cannot bo neutral in relation to religion," 

TTiT* S ^5 llin , hrs explained, "end it carries on antircligious propaganda 
allnnd any religious prejudice bocauso it stands ’for science, 

orlly opJoS U te r ’sctooo!» Rt ’° S 30l<m0 °’ ,OT T ° 1±! *™ 

_ Tbo Party, as has boon pointed out tine and again bv Lenin and Stalin. 
conviction 1 ^! -? r + - hG correct, ideological means-educational work, 
lod^J ^ 1 i ldQtl ^ wlr '-°“ scolG Propaganda of political and scientific know- 

^ e P*., This }? rk nust bo carried, on without offending the feelings of thoso 

mst^bo^Itlanti rc? -f lona 7 and antisciontif ic essence of religious ideas • 
nust bo patiently and convincingly explained to then. 

LGm'nS+ 1 f^^ Ut ^ ro f Gd J b ^ tho Cernunist Party in the spirit of the Mancist- 
i 0 / 10 ^ i f. ^ vancod * cultured and educated: it is arovinv and 
finding fresh forces, it Is completely free from any superstitions »nd JL 
judacos whatsoevor., individual- young people are still to be encountered 

" nredictionS U of h % g0 + thr0 ^n th0 nfirrl °€e corenony, trustingly listen to the 
dl 7 C ^ l ns , °f. fortuno tellers, and boliovo in dreams and various auguries ‘ 

sumrSf 0 * 0 \ th ?* 0 bcliofs? ^ HUttmil. and Alexander JlrkefS ‘ • 

d .^S* Our boys and girls do not live, their lives isolated from socioty, 

And inasmuch as socioty is not yot finally purged of survivals, 7 
Iwartitiona Tti cus ^ ons of tho DPst vhich have lived on in tho minds of poo- 
& ^°® C n vinblc » ten !'f iou ® survivals arc in individual casos assimilated 
+Tk{ f people as weH, This takes place as a result of incorrect educa- 
tion and under the influence of backward attitudes* * 

Instances, of this kind cannot bo tolerated. They should give ris* to 
concern in tho. young people and the I.C.L. organisation in whoso midst “they 

Assisting tho -Party in 'tho communist education of young people, tho 

SS g if°SSv- V° a P^ iS GXPeCtcd t0 fipht to overccne'smlivuls of tSo 

mst £t be aaSrfn? T • wm *« including religious survivals. This work 
and'nersi-atenfiJ d p° Ut V aS & ? rj1 P ai ^ n * but i» and day out, purposefully ' 
the El? tl7 Vu P p ^ SC10l!O0 lectures and reports on the structure of ' 
tie universe, cn the origin of lifo on earth, on the origin '^f man and other 
thones^hotticc bo given for young people, the achievements of Soviet science 

and speci2iSs Sh n! J in b0 Wi ?°^ p ? b J icizcd » meetings arranged with scientists 
v ' ifj s> pcpnla.r science literature dissoninatod. Bovs and girls 
sl-oul be told of tho harrfulness of religious nrojudicos; a scientific 
materialist outlook should bo fostered in' then.' scientific, 

■J r - ss . cu 5; tural i* educational work is conducted hap-haxardly, the 
^ if iuoncp of priests not infroo^uontly increases. Scnctinos one hoars a 

ehurrh ff 1 conplnini ^ thnt certf>in ymnp people in his village go to 
i- shut /cl U Z V TT V3 T that th0 villa ^° club is working badly or 

oducotloc ^ 

tivoS^Sd^Wi ft + n i Cr bc 7 lGVC + i n God or oven, at the insistence of rola- 
u 3 CJidk fff cnds,j taJcc part in thc oorfornmcG* of rcligioixs Ceremonies ' 
such as weddings and christenings? Readers N. Khodyrova (Stalingrad Province), 
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E. Ostroushcnko (Liepava) and others ask this. Is this not a violation of 
the Young Cornunist League byla.W3? Most certainly it is. 

There are people who reason thus: Wo have froodon of conscience j it 
is the personal- affair of each person whether he believes or does not be- 
lieve in God 5 therefore the Y. C.L. nerber also can decide this question for 
himself accopdihg to his own judgment. Such reasoning is profoundly mis- 
taken. Eor tKe Y.C.L. member, just .as for tho Corrlinist, attitude to ’.roll*- 
giorbean in no way be a "personal natter," since religious conceptions are 
foreign to our cornunist outlook. 

The question of the attitude of tho Y.C.L. ronber to religion must bo 
decided with full strictness and. principle. The Y C.L. bylaws oblige a 
Y.C.L. member to struggle against tho remnants of religious prejudices. 
Belief in God and participation in church ceremonies are incompatible with 
membership in the Y C.L. There can be no compromises here. The Y.C.L. mem- 
ber is an advanced, cultured person, free from prejudices and superstitions, 
and his task is to wage an irreconcilable struggle against survivals of the 
past and for Bolshevist education of vigorous and high-spirited young 
builders of communism. 


(From the Current Digest of the Soviet Press, Vol. Ill, Bo. 16, June 2, 1951 
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